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Classroom reimagination urged 


Twin Cities superintendents working to close achievement gap 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s educators need to 
do a better job recognizing stu- 
dents’ unique attributes and chal- 


lenges and modify their instruc- 
tion so all children can reach their 
full potential. 

That conclusion drives the man- 
tra “See All, Serve All, Support 
All,” at the heart of the new “Rei- 


magine Minnesota” report that a 
collaborative of Twin Cities super- 
intendents unveiled Friday. The 
report is the result of nearly a 
year’s work guided by the Associa- 
tion of Metropolitan 


School Districts. 

It included a dozen community 
meetings where students, parents, 
educators and other stakeholders 
weighed in on how schools could 
provide a more equitable 
education. 
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Seeking justice for my father 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


St. Paul Police Commander Pamela Barragan, left, translates for Jose Adrian Hernandez, son of hit-and-run victim, restaurant worker Jose 
Hernandez Solano, at a news conference Friday at police headquarters. In the background are from left, Megan Gall, general manager at Brasa (where 
Solano worked), Solano’s brothers Armando Hernandez and Raul Hernandez, and Solano’s friend, David Fernandez. 


Family speaks after St. Paul hit-run victim dies 


By S. M. Chavey 


schavey@pioneerpress.com 


Twelve days after St. Paul bicy- 
clist Jose Hernandez Solano was 
injured in a hit-and-run crash that 
claimed his life this week, his fami- 
ly asked the public for help finding 
the driver. 

“This person not just took my 
dad’s life, but he also changed the 


lives ... of me and my family. From 
my mom, he took a husband, and 
from my aunts and uncles, he took 
a brother,” Solano’s son Jose Adri- 
an Hernandez said in Spanish dur- 
ing a Friday news conference at St. 
Paul police headquarters. “The 
only thing I ask is for justice for 
my father.” 

Jose Hernandez Solano, 52, was 
struck early Nov. 26 while biking 


home from working as a dishwash- 
er at Brassa Rotisserie on Grand 
Avenue. He was hit as he crossed 
West Seventh Street at Grand. The 
driver who hit him fled after 
speeding through a red light at the 
intersection and has not been 
found. 

Hernandez Solano, who suffered 


HIT-AND-RUN, 3A 


Jose Hernandez 
Solano, 52, was 
hit by an SUV 
while biking on 
Grand Avenue 
Nov. 26. He died 
Thursday. 


HOW TO HELP 


Fundraising continues at 
gofundme.com/josehernandezstp 
in order to assist Hernandez 
Solano’s family with transporting 
his body to Mexico for burial. 


Raging wildfires continue to 
spread in Southern California 


Clouds of smoke are 
adding to the danger 


By Scott Wilson and Mark Berman 
Washington Post 


OJAI, Calif. — The Golden State 
burned on Friday, raging wildfires 
again cloaking Southern Califor- 
nia in nightmarish flame and tow- 
ering smoke visible from miles 
away. 

On Friday, the first fire-related 
death was confirmed by the 
Ventura County medical 


TwinCitiesecom 


examiner’s office. 

Virignia Pesola, 70, of Santa Pau- 
la, was found dead Wednesday 
night along an evacuation route 
near a fire northwest of Los Ange- 
les. Her death was caused by crash 
injuries, smoke inhalation and 
burns, the medical examiner’s 
office said in a statement. 

As the fires raged for a fifth day, 
much of the region also faced a lin- 
gering threat posed by the dense 
pillars of smoke. Public health offi- 
cials warned of dangerously bad 
air quality and said it was 
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Let our movie reviews help you 
choose the next flick you see. 


CALL US Newsroom 651-228-5490 


Ads & other info 651-222-1111 


GREGORY BULL / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Fire crews search for hot spots among destroyed homes Friday in the 
Rancho Monserate Country Club community near Fallbrook, Calif. The 
first fire-related death was reported Friday, in Ventura County. 
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Smith 


mulling 
Senate 
run in 18 
Sources: Top Dems 
don't want Franken 


replacement to be 
‘placeholder’ 


By Kyle Potter 


Associated Press 


Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton’s 
top pick to fill U.S. Sen. Al Fran- 
ken’s Senate seat, Lt. Gov. Tina 
Smith, is consider- 
ing also running 
for the seat next 
year, as Dayton 
faces pressure 
from top Demo- 
crats in Washing- 
ton to appoint 
more than a mere 
caretaker, accord- 
ing to two Democrats familiar with 
the discussions. 

Franken said Thursday he would 
resign over allegations of sexual 
harassment, leaving Dayton to 
appoint a replacement until a spe- 
cial election next November to 
complete Franken’s term, which 
runs through 2020. 

Dayton’s initial inclination was 
to pick Smith, a longtime aide and 
his second-in-command since 2015, 
to serve as a placeholder until next 
year’s election, a Democratic offi- 
cial told The Associated Press. 
The official requested anonymity 
because the official was not autho- 
rized to discuss private delibera- 
tions surrounding the appoint- 
ment before Dayton’s 
announcement. 

The official said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 


Tina Smith 
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3M gives 
support to 
city schools 


Company funds all 
160 St. Paul projects 
on DonorsChoose 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


3M Co. on Friday surprised 
scores of St. Paul Public Schools 
teachers by paying for every out- 
standing classroom project in the 
school district on the crowdfund- 
ing site DonorsChoose.org. 

Teachers and students at Frost 
Lake Elementary applauded when 
acurtain was pulled back on boxes 
of classroom supplies, from ani- 
mal story books to coding tools for 
their school-issued iPads. 

Principal Stacey Kadrmas said 
that when students get some say 
in their classroom materials, 
“school is more fun and you learn 
more.” 

The 160 projects, which needed 
about $75,000 for full funding, 
bring 3M’s total giving to U.S. 
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